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Basics



When Tables

• Data across two axes

• Key / value pairs

• Layout



Structure

• HTML <table>

• ARIA role="table"

• ARIA role="grid"



Simple Tables

• <caption>

• <th>

• scope= ?

• <thead>, <tbody>, <tfoot>, <colgroup>?

• colspan=, rowspan=



Headers

• First row / column

• Mid-table

• Switch mid -table

• End of table

• abbr



Complex Tables

• <caption>

• <th>

• scope= ?

• <thead>, <tbody>, <tfoot>, <colgroup>?

• colspan=, rowspan=

• headers=



Spanning

• Must use headers attribute

• It still won’t work

• Avoid spanning



Header Chaos



Cell Counts

• Need consistent cell count

• Factor spans

• Else broken headers



Responsive



Under -engineered

• Wrapping element

• Styles

• ARIA

• JavaScript



Wrapper

<div

role="region"

aria-labelledby="Caption01"

tabindex="0">

<table>[…]</table>

</div>



Wrapper Styles

[role="region"][aria-labelledby][tabindex] {

overflow: auto;

}

[role="region"][aria-labelledby][tabindex]:focus {

outline: .1em solid rgba(0,0,0,.1);

}



Usability Bonus



Over-engineered

• Wrapping element?

• Styles

• ARIA?

• JavaScript?



Janky Video



Fixed Headers



Fixed Table Headers

• scope=row

• <thead> (<tbody>, <tfoot>)

• ARIA

• JavaScript



Fixed Row Headers

th[scope="row"] {

position: sticky;

inset-inline-start: 0;

z-index: 1;

}



Row Header Border

th[scope="row"]::after {

content: "";

position: absolute;

inset-inline-end: 0;

inset-block: 0;

border-inline-end: .05em solid #d6d6d6;

}



Scrolling the Row



Fixed Column Headers

thead {

position: sticky;

inset-block-start: 0;

z-index: 2;

}



Scrolling the Col



Scroll in Two Directions

• Yes

• But maybe no



Bi -Directional Scroll



Scroll -snap

• Almost definitely no



Scroll -snope



Scroll Snip



Labeling



Labeling Controls

• <label>, contents

• aria-labelledby

• aria-label

• Visually -hidden text



Example Controls



Selecting



Clickable Row

• JavaScript

• ARIA grid

• CSS



Block CSS

th {

position: relative;

}

th > label::after {

content: "";

display: block;

position: absolute;

inset: 0;

width: 92vw;

}

tr:hover, tr:focus-within {

outline: .5em solid

rgba(0,0,255,.25);

}

td:has(input:focus) + th
label::after {

background-color:

rgba(255,255,0,.1);

}



Table with Selectable Rows



Expandos



Expando Basics

• Disclosure widget

• hidden



Expando Name

<tr>

<td>

<button type="button"

id="btnMSb"

aria-expanded="false"

aria-label="3 more from"

aria-labelledby="btnMSb lblMSb">[…]</button>

</td>

<td id="lblMSb">Mary Shelley</td>

[…]

</tr>



Expando Example



Expando Extras

• Can hold more than rows

• But no



Sortable



Sortable Columns

• <colgroup>, <col>, <button>

• CSS

• ARIA

• JavaScript

• SVG



ARIA for Sorting

• <th aria-sort="none"> (default)

• <th aria-sort="ascending">

• <th aria-sort="descending">

• <th aria-sort="other">



Visual Sorted Column Cue

colgroup:has(+ thead th[aria-sort]:nth-child(1)) col:nth-
child(1) {

background-color: rgba(255, 255, 0, 0.15);

}

colgroup:has(+ thead th[aria-sort]:nth-child(2)) col:nth-
child(2) {

background-color: rgba(255, 255, 0, 0.15);

}



Example Sorted Column



Sort Button

<th aria-sort="descending|ascending">

<button […]>

<span>Author</span>

<svg […] aria-hidden="true">

<use […]></use>

</svg>

<svg […] aria-hidden="true">

<use […]></use>

</svg>

</button>

</th>



Visual Sortable Cue



Sort Button Layout

th > button {

display: grid;

grid-template-columns: minmax(2em, max-content) .65em auto;

grid-template-areas: "t a x" "t d x";

}

th > button > span {

grid-area: t;

padding-inline-end: .5em;

}



Sort Button Icons Layout

th > button > .asc {

grid-area: a;

align-self: center;

}

th > button > .des {

grid-area: d;

align-self: center;

}

th > button::after {

content: "";

grid-area: x;

}



Did it Sort?



Sortable Mad Libs



Multi-column Sort

• Sort and set a priority

• Using one control

• No ARIA for this (yet)



Multi-col Sort Demo



Adapt



Unrelated …



Book!

• Digital Accessibility Ethics: Disability 
Inclusion in all things Tech

• Lainey Feingold, Reginé Gilbert, and 
Chancey Fleet

• 32 chapters by 39 authors

• Introduces the first Digital 
Accessibility Ethics Framework

• March, 2026; Taylor and Francis



Outro



QR Code

rosel.li/ TablesA11yTO
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